Friends’ School 

Preparatory Department

Annual Report 2010-11
The school year, 26 August 2010 – 28 June 2011, began with an enrolment of 141 pupils.  
Class teachers were as follows: -

Mrs Clare Monteith                
P1 class teacher 

Mrs Rosanna Smyth  

P2 class teacher

Mrs Ruth Connolly  

P3 class teacher

Mrs Cathy Aughey   

P4 class teacher

Mrs Alison Johnston  
          P5 class teacher

Mrs Leigh Lunn  


P6 class teacher

Ms Jacqueline Montgomery  
P7 class teacher

Mrs Totten continued in her post as Head of Department Release Teacher and Mrs Orr remained as Learning Support Teacher.  Classroom assistants Mrs Smyth (P1), Mrs Timoney (P4), Miss Gowdy and Miss Hendry also remained in post.  Mrs Davidson worked as a special educational needs classroom assistant in P5 until the end of the spring term. Mrs Claire Mairs continued in her role as Wrap around Care Manager leading After School Club and Breakfast Club.

Mrs Lunn began her maternity leave in May and we were delighted to hear of the safe arrival of baby Carter Henderson Lunn in June.  From 23 May, P6 was taught by Ms Montgomery until the end of the summer term.  Mr Matthew Craig, an old scholar and former Head Boy of Friends’ School taught P7 until the end of the summer term.  

At the end of the year we said a fond farewell to Miss Laura Hendry who had worked as a classroom assistant in the Prep for seven years.  

Curriculum, Assessment and In-Service Training

The Preparatory Department continued to implement the requirements of the Northern Ireland Curriculum. Teaching and learning was monitored and evaluated.  Targets were set and recorded in the Preparatory Department Development Plan.  SEELB Advisers were invited into school to give support regarding curriculum development.  Regular meetings took place with SEELB Link Officer Ann Noble.  

A detailed plan for monitoring and evaluating was put in place.  Mrs Aughey monitored teachers’ notes and pupils’ work with regard to the evidence of expected learning outcomes and success criteria.  Feedback was given and evidence of good practice shared with staff.  

In September the district inspector Ms Heather Jackson undertook a “District Day Visit” in the Prep Dept.  During the day she observed five lessons in different classrooms, spoke with Mrs Orr regarding learning support and met with Mrs Aughey and Mrs Dickson.  Documentation such as the School Development Plan, analysis of standardised test scores, tracking of KS assessment results and pastoral care information was analysed and discussed.  Following this a team of three inspectors, with Ms Jackson as the Reporting Inspector, visited school at the beginning of March to carry out a Short Inspection.  The inspection focused on standards and achievements, quality of teaching and learning and the quality of leadership.  The final report stated that in all the areas inspected the school was either very good or outstanding.
As a result of this Mrs Aughey received an invitation from the Minister of Education to attend a ceremony in the Long Gallery at Stormont on Monday 20th June.  This event, hosted by the Department of Education, was to celebrate the success of schools achieving the indicators very good and outstanding in school inspections over the past academic year.  School principals invited were congratulated by the Minister and by the new Chief Inspector.  Whilst it was wonderful to attend an event such as this, it was only possible due to the dedication and commitment of all the members of our school community: Governors, Mrs Dickson, Mr Hendry, teaching and non-teaching staff, Mrs Robinson, parents and, of course, the pupils.

Exceptional Closure Days focused on the revised curriculum and a range of activities took place.  There was one Exceptional Closure Day in the autumn term.  On this day, Mrs Aughey reported back on the Primary Principals’ course regarding InCAS and detailed any changes in the Incas process.  Analysis of InCAS results then took place on a whole school, class and individual level.

During the Exceptional Closure Days in January, February and March staff reviewed progress on the current literacy, numeracy, ICT and Assessment for Learning action plans.  A review of medium term planning took place and the Department of Education documents Better Numeracy and Better Literacy were discussed in relation to existing practice within the Prep Dept.  Mrs Lunn, as numeracy co-ordinator, also suggested strategies and web sites which may be used when working with pupils who experience difficulty in numeracy.  All staff received training in the use of assessment manager on the C2k system.  Staff also analysed results of standardised tests and set targets at class and whole school level.  Staff received further training on Learning NI.

Courses were also attended.  Mrs Aughey attended conferences for Primary Principals on “Managing Incas and the Annual Report”, “Assessment Analysis” and “Assessment of Cross Curricular Skills.”  Ms Montgomery, as assessment co-ordinator, attended courses entitled “Assessment Analysis” and “Effective use of Data.”  In her role as ICT co-ordinator Ms Montgomery attended ICT cluster groups and a task workshop for the ICT Accreditation Scheme.  Mrs Orr continued to take part in SEN cluster groups. Mrs Connolly and Mrs Lunn attended a meeting in the Grammar School for primary literacy and numeracy co-ordinators.  They met with KS3 Communication and Using Mathematics co-ordinators on the transition to post primary.  Ms Montgomery attended a Primary ICT accreditation course, a cluster group on the use of Audacity (a software program to record and incorporate sound into children’s ICT work) and a further cluster on ICT Mark.  Mrs Lunn attended a course for numeracy co-ordinators.

Additional funding given to all primary schools in March allowed staff to work on the further development of learning through play, literacy, numeracy, ICT, the World around Us and self evaluation. 

P4-P7 pupils completed the INCAS test in the Grammar School Computer Suite in the autumn term.  Results were then discussed with parents during progress interviews.
At the final staff meeting of the year, Mrs Aughey presented to and discussed with staff an evaluation of the School Development Plan.  Development Plan targets for 11/12 were discussed.  

The School Development Plan was discussed at regular meetings with Mrs Dickson and remains an integral part of the Friends’ School Development Plan.

The Reading Partnership Programme continued for P4 pupils.  Parents Eileen Harte and Suzanne Chambers, overseen by Mrs Orr, implemented this programme.
Support in Literacy and Numeracy was given to P3-P7 pupils.  Mrs Aughey, Mrs Orr (Learning Support teacher) and class teachers liaised on all matters relating to Special Educational Needs of pupils in accordance with the Code of Practice.  Individual Education Plans (IEPs) were produced and evaluated for all pupils receiving SEN support.  These were given to and discussed with parents at Parent/Teacher Interviews in November, January and June. 

All staff worked together to ensure the continued development of a self-evaluating ethos in the school.  This work is supported by Board Officers and the school Link Officer, Ann Noble.
Key Stage Assessment was completed at the end of Key Stage One (P4) and at the end of Key Stage Two (P7).  Pupils’ results were reported to parents at the end of the summer term. 

An outline summary of the Preparatory Department’s Key Stage results for 2010-11 is presented below: 

	Key Stage 1
	English
	Mathematics

	
	Number of pupils at levels
	Number of pupils at levels

	
	1
	2
	3
	1
	2
	3

	Boys     Number

                 %

Girls     Number

                  %

Total    Number

                 %
	0

0

1

7.14

1

5.56
	0

0

3

14.29

2

11.11
	4

100

11

78.57

15

83.33
	0

0

0

0

0

0
	0

0

3

21.43

3

16.67
	4

100

     11

78.57

     15

  83.33


	Key Stage 2
	English
	Mathematics

	
	Number of pupils at levels
	Number of pupils at levels

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Boys    Number

                 %

Girls    Number

                 %

Total   Number

                 %
	0

0

0

0

0

   0
	0

0

0

0

0

   0


	0

0

1

9.09

1

3.85 

   
	9

60

1

9.09

10

38.46


	6

    40

9

81.82

15

57.69


	0

0

0

0

0

  0
	0

0

0

0

0 

  0
	0

0

1

  9.09 

 1

  3.85


	6

40

2

18.18

8

30.77


	9

60

8

72.73

17

65.38




In both Key Stages pupils maintained a high level of achievement.  The percentage of boys and girls in this P7 class achieving level 5 in English and in Mathematics in KS2 Assessment is significantly above the outcomes recorded in the Northern Ireland Summary of results. Using the benchmarking data, the number of pupils achieving level 5 is in the upper quartile for English and Mathematics.  The percentage of boys and girls in KS1 achieving level 3 in this P4 class is in the upper quartile for English and Mathematics and significantly above the outcomes recorded in the NI Summary of Results.    

An outline summary of the Northern Ireland Key Stage results for 2010-2011 is presented below: -        
	Key Stage 1

2010-2011
	Number of pupils at levels

	
	English
	Mathematics

	
	W
	1
	2
	3
	W
	1
	2
	3

	         Number

Boys            %
	63

0.58
	870

8.01
	5964

54.94
	3959

36.47
	58

0.52
	656

5.93
	5134

46.41
	5215

47.14

	         Number

Girls            %
	35

0.34
	381

3.70
	4781

46.48
	5089

48.48
	50

0.48
	439

4.18
	5919

46.88
	5084

48.46

	         Number

Total            %
	98

0.46
	1251

5.92
	10745

50.82
	9048

42.80
	108

0.50
	1095

5.08
	10053

46.64
	10299

47.78


Key Stage  2

	English    2010-2011
	Number of pupils at levels

	
	W
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	                   Number

Boys                %
	8

0.07
	61

0.53
	463

4.05
	2109

18.44
	  5715

49.97
	3081

26.94

	Number

Girls                %
	3

0.03
	30

0.28
	196

1.81
	1265

11.69
	5221

48.26
	4103

37.93

	Number

Total               %
	11

0.05
	91

0.41
	652

2.96
	3374

15.16
	10936

49.14
	7184

32.28


	Mathematics    2010-11
	Number of pupils at levels

	
	W
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	                  Number

Boys                %
	6

0.05
	64

0.56
	331

2.89
	1865

16.31
	4378

38.28
	4794

41.91

	Number

Girls                %
	3

0.03
	39

0.36
	212

1.96
	1484

13.73
	4238

39.20
	4835

44.72

	Number

Total               %
	9

0.04
	103

0.46
	543

2.44
	3349

15.05
	8616

38.73
	9629

43.28


At the end of the school year, P7 pupils’ Key Stage Two Assessment results were forwarded to the appropriate post-primary schools along with their End of Year Report and Key Stage Two ICT Accreditation results.  At final Morning Assembly each P7 pupil was presented with his/her Record of Achievement.  This included the Annual Pupil Report by the class teacher and records of personal achievements.  Certificates for the Key Stage 2 ICT Accreditation were also awarded to each P7 pupil.  
Twenty-five of our P7 pupils undertook the AQE Assessment tests in November and December.  At the end of the school year sixteen P7 pupils transferred to Friends’ School; three to Royal Belfast Academical Institution; two to Hunterhouse College and one to each of Victoria College, Wallace High School, Lisnagarvey High School, Laurelhill High School and Dromore High School.

Standardised tests were completed in January for P7 and in May for P2-P6.  Parents received the Annual Pupil Report in May.  Reports were followed by Parent Teacher Interviews.  Key Stage Assessment results were posted to P4 and P7 parents in June.   All staff worked in accordance with the Preparatory Department’s Assessment Policy.

Parental Involvement

Meetings were held with parents throughout the year.  There was a Parents’ Information Evening in September when parents with children in P1-P6 met with class teachers to hear about the curriculum plans and classroom organisation for the year ahead. This was followed by progress interviews in November for P1-P6 pupils. P4-P7 pupils completed the INCAS test in the Grammar School Computer Suite in October.  Results of this test were then discussed with parents during the November interviews.

P7 parents had progress interviews with Ms Montgomery in early October.  P6 parents attended progress interviews in March with Mrs Lunn whilst P1-P5 staff met with parents on an informal basis during the spring term.  In February, P7 parents attended interviews with Mrs Dickson, Ms Montgomery and Mrs Aughey to discuss and to complete the Transfer Report Forms.  P6 parents met with Mrs Dickson, Mrs Lunn, Ms Montgomery and Mrs Aughey in March for an information evening about the preparation for transfer to post primary education.  An information pack was given to P4 and P7 parents in March regarding Key Stage One and Key Stage Two Assessment. End of year progress interviews for all classes were held in June.

An Open Morning took place on 15 January for prospective pupils and their parents.  This event was very well attended by current and prospective parents.  P7 pupils helped on the morning, acting as guides to visitors. 
An Induction Day for our new P1 pupils (September 2011) was held in April.  Everyone was welcomed by Mrs Dickson and Mrs Aughey.  New pupils and parents then proceeded to the P1 classroom where they were introduced to Mrs Monteith and Mrs Smyth. Prior to the meeting parents received the ‘Starting School’ booklet.  Prospective pupils who were to enter school in other year groups visited the school with their parents before the end of June to meet their new teachers and peers.  A Newsletter, issued at the end of each term, kept parents informed of school activities throughout the year.  

The PTA supported the Prep throughout the year, giving both practical help and financial assistance. Members of the committee helped at the Open Morning.   Prep pupils enjoyed an end of year fancy dress disco in June and the PTA presented the Prep Rugby team with a playing kit.  Prep parents and staff attended the PTA events organised during the year.  There was a Christmas Craft Fayre in November and a Quiz in February.  Support from the PTA is greatly appreciated by the Preparatory Department.  

A Family Fun Day took place in the grounds of the school in June with over five hundred people attending the event. There were many attractions for all ages including a bungy run, bouncy castles, fairground stalls, the Ark Farm, owls and crazy golf.  During the day everyone enjoyed the displays of Irish Dancing and the BMX Stunt displays. The event closed with a barbeque followed by a BMX stunt show by Ramp Rage.
Health and Safety

Announced and unannounced fire drills were held throughout the year with relevant updates to the Evacuation Policy being made. 

The healthy eating menu produced by the Catering Manager remains in place.  This menu offers all pupils the opportunity to choose from two well-balanced, healthy meals or a sandwich option each day.  The one day per week crisp rule continued this year.

The water coolers in the cloakroom areas allow children to refill water bottles throughout the day.

A Health and Fitness Week took place in the Autumn term and pupils continued to complete the mile walk route around school.

In October Mrs Monteith attended the Action Cancer Health Awards ceremony at BBC Headquarters.  She was accompanied by Olivia Agnew and Charlie Kenny from P6 who were delighted, on behalf of the Prep Dept, to receive a Silver Action Cancer Health Award for the promotion of a healthy lifestyle.

Pastoral Care
In line with our Positive Behaviour Policy the class and house points system continued to be implemented.  

Class of the Week and House of the Week winners were announced in assembly at the end of each week.

Mrs Johnston continued in the role as Designated Teacher for Child Protection with Mrs Aughey as the Deputy Designated Teacher.  Mrs Aughey attended refresher child protection training for deputy designated teachers in October.  The Child Protection Policy and associated policy statements were updated.  These policies, along with a code of conduct for both children and staff, are included in an information booklet for substitute teachers.  P1, P3, P5 and P7 parents received a detailed Pastoral Care Pack containing information on pastoral care issues, child protection, behaviour, how to proceed with concerns and a complaints procedure with relation to child protection.  Children were made aware of child protection issues through a special assembly in September and also posters on display in the school. An anti-bullying leaflet was also sent home with each child and pupils took part in an interactive anti-bullying talk by the NSPCC. Staff child protection training took place in September.

School Council elections were held in June.
Activities and Achievement

The Curriculum was enhanced by a wide variety of activities.  These included the extra-curricular activities, educational visits, visitors to school, PTA events, support for charities and by taking part in local community competitions and tournaments.
Extra- Curricular Activities

The extra-curricular activities programme was carefully co-ordinated by Mrs Alison Johnston.  Each teacher was involved in leading or organising the activities.

Sporting Activities

The sporting year was an extremely busy one for the Preparatory Department.  Two hundred and twenty-eight coaching places were taken up by our P3 – P7 pupils, after school, in six extra-curricular sports – hockey, badminton, tag rugby, mini rugby, athletics and football.  

Following six weeks of coaching for twenty- three boys and girls from P6 and P7 two Prep badminton teams were entered in the Ulster Schools’ Badminton Association Primary League and Cup Competitions.  The Prep Boys’ team secured a place in the final of the Primary Cup and League.   The Girls’ team, although playing very well, was defeated at the semi final stage. 

Therefore, in March, the Boys’ team competed in the finals at the National Badminton Centre in Lisburn.  The team, Niall Armstrong, Conor Monteith, Aengus Sim and Cameron Watson, finished the day as League and Cup champions.  Individual success was had by two of our players.  Conor Monteith was selected to train with the Ulster U13 squad and Niall Armstrong was selected to play for the Ulster U13 team in the inter-provincial competition at which Ulster finished as runners up.

In swimming there was also much success at individual and team level.  In September fifteen pupils represented the Prep at the Ulster Minor Schools’ Swimming Championships. They competed against pupils from all over the province.
Individual medal success was had by Jack Harte who finished in the bronze position in the Under 9 Backstroke. In the Under 10 Age Group, Rosie Collins won bronze in Breaststroke and Charlie Kenny claimed the bronze in the Butterfly. In the Under 11 Age Group, Alex Harte finished in the bronze position in both the Backstroke and the Freestyle events.

Several pupils reached the finals of individual events, but narrowly missed out on medals. Jack Harte made the finals of the Under 9 Freestyle and finished in fourth place. In the Under 10 Age Group, Robbie Johnston qualified for the finals of the Backstroke finishing in fourth place, Rosie Collins was fourth in the final of the Freestyle and Charlie Kenny came fourth in the boys’ Freestyle. In the Under 11 Age Group, Conor Monteith finished fourth and fifth in the finals of the Individual Medley and the Butterfly events respectively, while Henry Tolerton finished fourth in the Freestyle.

All of these pupils, along with Conor Quinn and Katie Tolerton, swam in times fast enough to qualify them for the individual events at the Irish Schools’ Minor Swimming Championships in December.

The Prep Boys’ Relay team, Cameron Loan, Jack Harte, Charlie Kenny and Robbie Johnston, brought the Friends’ support to its feet by winning Gold in the Ulster U10 Medley Relay and Silver in the Freestyle Relay. These results also qualified the team to swim in the Irish Schools’ Championships.

The high standard of swimming continued at the Irish Championships held in December with many of the Prep pupils swimming personal bests and beating their qualifying times.  

At the Irish championships, in a heat declared result, Conor Monteith finished fifth in the U11 Individual Medley.   Following the initial heats, three pupils made the final of an event.  Jack Harte finished fourth in the U9 Breaststroke, Charlie Kenny finished fifth in the U10 Butterfly and Alex Harte won Bronze in U11 Backstroke.   This is only the second time a prep pupil has won a medal at the Irish Championships. 

The Prep Relay Team, having won Gold and Silver at the Ulster Championships, came up against some stiff competition from all over Ireland.  However, the team managed to put in a spectacular performance to win gold in the Medley Relay and bring home the Prep’s first national title.  The team managed to find the energy for another superb swim to secure Silver in the Freestyle Relay.  

On 3 June, the Prep Swimming Team, made up of thirty-five pupils from P4 – P7, competed in the Lisburn Primary Schools’ Gala. P4 and P5 pupils swam in the morning session and P6 and P7 pupils in the afternoon. The P4 and P5 pupils gave the Prep a tremendous start by winning thirteen individual medals and winning gold in the P4/5 freestyle relay. 

Following this session, the Prep team was in first place. Success continued in the afternoon with twenty-three individual medals being won by P6 and P7 pupils. Three relays took place and all three relays were won by the Prep team. This is the first time the Prep has won all four gala relays. At the end of the day Friends’ Prep was announced as overall winners.  This is the fourth consecutive ‘Overall Best School’ win at this Gala. 
In the autumn term twenty-five P4 and P5 pupils took part in six weeks of Tag Rugby coaching with rugby coaches Peter Tolerton and Darren McCartney.

For the first time in the Prep twenty-three pupils had the opportunity to undertake six weeks Mini Rugby coaching by Peter Tolerton assisted by Colin Nixon, Paul Chapman and Darren McCartney.  

During the season the team enjoyed taking part in a tournament at Lisburn Rugby Club, playing a friendly match against Downshire Primary School and playing on the pitch at Ravenhill in the Primary Schools’ Mini Rugby Festival.

Ten pupils attended an indoor athletics talent search.   As a result Niall Armstrong and Matthew Mackinnon were selected to represent Lisburn at the Search for a Star Indoor Primary School Athletics Event, hosted alongside the Irish Indoor Championships in the Odyssey Arena in February.  Lisburn finished in first place.  

Twenty-three P6 and P7 pupils enjoyed football coaching with the IFA Grassroots Development Officer in the summer term.  

The hockey season began in September with forty-four P5 and P6 pupils receiving six weeks of hockey coaching led by Prep parent Chris McCandless and Old Scholars Adam Glass and Ward Phillips.  They were ably assisted by Elaine Henderson, Mrs Lunn, Mrs Monteith and Mrs Johnston.  In the autumn term seventeen P7 pupils took part in a Hockey Club with professional coach Simon Jess and sixteen P4 pupils attended Hockey Club with Simon in the summer term.

Hockey squads, once selected, were offered the opportunity to take part in a six week coaching course with Simon to develop individual skills.  
In the Spring Term the Boys’ and Girls’ squads competed in the Lisburn Area Leagues.  The Prep entered a girls’ team and two boys’ teams.  

The Girls’ team finished third in the league and the Boys’ A finished its matches as league champions.  

In February the Boys’ A team played in the Qualifying Tournament for the Northern Ireland Mini Hockey Finals and qualified as one of two teams from the greater Lisburn area.

Twenty-four teams from all over Northern Ireland qualified to compete in the Boys’ NI Mini Hockey Finals.  In the initial stages of the competition the Boys’ team played some outstanding hockey so the morning session ended with the boys finishing in the top twelve teams allowing them the opportunity to play for the Pearson Cup.  This was now the knock-out stage of the competition and, unfortunately, a defeat by the eventual winners, Holywood Primary School, resulted in the team being knocked out prior to the semi final stage. 

Sincere thanks go to coaches Mrs Lunn, Mrs Johnston, Mrs Monteith and Simon Jess.

All pupils from P1-P7 undertook a seven week gymnastics course at Salto Gymnastics Centre. 

Pupils and coaches are to be congratulated for their enthusiasm and for their achievements in such a wide variety of Sports and Games.  

Drama, Dance and Music

Dance Club took place in the autumn term for P5-P7 pupils and in the summer term for P3-P4.  Pupils were taught by professional dance teacher and award winning choreographer Gillian Jones.
The Preparatory Department Choir took part in the Lisburn City Choir of the Year Competition.  The choir met, under the guidance of Mr Ashley Fulton, to prepare for the Lisburn City Choir of the Year Competition held in March.  The choir performed “Whistle down the Wind” and a spiritual medley.  Mrs Heather Neagle accompanied the choir during rehearsals and at the competition.  In May the Prep Choir, accompanied by Heather Neagle, performed the “Spiritual Medley” in Ashley Fulton’s Show Case Concert held at Friends’ School.  The performance was warmly received by the large audience.
The Senior Drama Club met in the autumn and spring terms to prepare for a performance of “Oliver!” on Thursday 3 March.  The Senior Drama Club was once again under the directorship of Mrs Aughey with Mrs Johnston as Musical Director.  On the evening of the performance the pupils truly excelled themselves and received a much deserved standing ovation.  
The Junior Drama Club ran in the spring term for P3 and P4 pupils.  Mrs Connolly led the club.

Computer Clubs for P3 and P4 children met in the School Computer Suite during the spring and summer terms.  Ms Montgomery led the club.

The summer term saw our P7 pupils continue with the cycling proficiency course.  Ms Montgomery was the instructor.

Special Events 

The first charity events of the year were held in September.   P4-P6 pupils took part in the Northern Ireland Cancer Fund for Children Fun Day and Sponsored Walk at Ormeau Park.  Prep pupils raised £1,513.56.  On the same day staff, parents and pupils enjoyed the “drive-thru” coffee morning for Macmillan Cancer Care.  As a result £525 was raised for the charity.
In October the Prep took part in Jeans for Genes Day.  This involved a non-uniform day on 1 October.  Pupils paid a £1 fine for not wearing school uniform.  2010 marked the 15th birthday of Jeans for Genes day.  Therefore pupils played party games, took part in a Spot the Baby Competition and enjoyed birthday cake to celebrate.  The Prep raised £149.  

Health and Fitness week began on Monday 18 October.  Pupils enjoyed a range of activities including tennis coaching sessions with local coach Ryan Campbell at Lisburn Racquets Club, an interactive talk by Action Cancer’s Health Action team, Sainsbury’s Active Kids Get Cooking Challenges, a question and answer session with Ulster, Irish and British Lions Rugby star Stephen Ferris, Big Buddies Workout to raise money for the NSPCC and a hip hop dance workshop.  Sincere thanks go to Mrs Monteith who, once again, co-ordinated all these activities.

At the end of October ten pupils accompanied Mrs Aughey and Mrs Monteith to the official opening of the new play park in Wallace Park.  After the Mayor officially declared the park open pupils were asked to plant a tree opposite to the park entrance.  The school name appears on a plaque beside our tree.  Staff and pupils were then treated to refreshments and a special celebration cake.

In October pupils created individual Christmas cards which were then professionally printed by Print My Card, Holywood.

The PTA Christmas Craft Fayre took place on Tuesday 9 November in the Dining Hall.  This was a most successful fundraising event and the evening was very much enjoyed by all who attended to begin their Christmas shopping.  

Some pupils from P5-P7, along with Mrs Aughey and Mrs Johnston, took part in the parade at the switching on of the Christmas tree lights in Lisburn.  Pupils carried lanterns made in school.  

In December donations of food, toys, toiletries, clothing, etc. were taken to the Quaker Cottage from where they will be distributed to needy families.  

On 6 December Ms Montgomery and P7 took part in a science day at the Grammar School.

The Prep Carol Concert was held on Friday 10 December.  The Nativity Play, “The Little Angel” involved every pupil taking part in the singing, acting, playing of musical instruments or dancing.  As always there was a retiring collection.  This year the Prep supported Friends of the Cancer Centre.  A representative from the charity attended Morning Assembly to receive the donation cheque and to explain to the children how the money would be used. 

In December all Prep pupils enjoyed watching the newly released film “Megamind” at the Omniplex in Lisburn, P7 pupils attended a Robotics event at the Grammar School and Key Stage 2 pupils were invited to a special performance of A Christmas Carol by the Junior Drama Club.

On Saturday 15 January an Open Morning was held at the Prep.  Prospective pupils and parents attended along with current pupils and their parents.  The building was suitably enhanced by the interesting displays in the classrooms and the corridors.  P7 pupils acted as guides to our visitors and these duties were performed in a most efficient and polite manner.  The children were a credit to their parents and to the school.  Many positive comments were made to staff about the school, pupils and the quality of work on display.  Prospective parents also enjoyed Tag Rugby and Hockey demonstrations.   We thank parents and pupils who worked with us in school on that day for their support and enthusiastic promotion of the Prep Dept.

A recycling bus visited school on 17 January.  Each class had the opportunity to visit the bus to learn about recycling.  Pupils received an item to take home made from recycled materials.  Some classes had the opportunity to challenge each other in an interactive quiz.  

Book Week took place from 2-4 March during which the Travelling Book Fair visited school.  Parents, children and teachers all enjoyed viewing and purchasing the many items on display.  

Michael Sullivan, Leon Eley and Henry Tolerton (P7) attended the SEELB heats for the NI Primary Schools’ Science and Technology Challenge on 16 March.  The boys involved thoroughly enjoyed the experience, in spite of running out of time to complete the challenge.  

On Thursday 17 March the Prep took part in Comic Relief. Pupils came to school dressed in red and during the day they did “something funny for money”.

A team of Microbiologists from Queen’s University Belfast visited school, as part of the STEM initiative, to carry out some experiments with our P7 pupils.  P7 learned about hand hygiene and the transfer of germs.

To mark the republication of his first children’s novel the author Colin Bateman visited school as part of a tour of local schools.  P6 and P7 pupils were invited to join year 8 pupils for a talk by Colin Bateman.  They also had the opportunity to purchase a signed copy of his book.

Sara from Thortons visited school to assist children in creating an Easter egg.

The annual P7 Summer Sale took place on Friday 20 May.  In addition to the many stalls and activities, P7 held a barbeque.  The barbeque, manned by parent Mary Sullivan, proved to be a most popular attraction.   Our P7 pupils, their parents and Ms Montgomery put a tremendous amount of hard work into the organisation and running of the sale.  All this effort proved worthwhile when the P7 pupils revealed that they had raised a record breaking £820 for their chosen charities.  Cancer Research and Diabetes UK each received £410.  

Wednesday 25 May saw the first of two Prep Sports Days.   Key Stage Two pupils displayed considerable athletic prowess on the track and the races were enjoyed by the many parents in attendance. Prior to the presentation of prizes, “The Sporting Year 2010-2011”, a loop of photographs collated by Mrs Johnston, was shown.  A report, by Mrs Aughey, was also given on the sporting year. In addition to the athletics and swimming prizes two special awards, generously given by former members of staff, were presented. A Behaviour Plate, presented by Mrs Kathleen Ingleston was awarded to Croob House and two hockey cups donated by the late John Waring and his wife Brenda Waring, were awarded to the most promising boy and girl hockey players.  This year Conor Monteith won the hockey cup for most promising boy.   Olivia Reid was the most promising girl hockey player.  The JJ Shannon cup for the most promising P7 badminton player was awarded to Niall Armstrong.  A new trophy, The Tolerton Shield, was presented by the Tolerton family for the most promising mini rugby player.  The shield was awarded to Matthew MacPherson.  The House Shield was won by Aughrim.  Old Scholar and badminton star Matthew Gleave, was our special guest.  

The Key Stage One Sports were held on Wednesday 1 June.  The Oak team emerged the winners and the captain Jennifer Sullivan P4 was presented with The Prospect Cup by Mrs Adrienne Bell, President of the Old Scholars’ Association.  

Ten of our pupils-Lily Hanna, Maryam Iqbal, Orla Morrissey, Rebecca Hearst, Cate MacAllister, Ellie Bamford, Oliver Kidd, Cameron Watson, Jack Gray and Jennifer Fitzsimmons-received individual prizes at the Annual Island Arts Competition Awards Ceremony on Wednesday 18 May.  As a result the Prep finished first overall in the visual arts category, second overall in the musical performance category and overall third in the short story competition.  Jennifer Fitzsimmons was invited to perform on her harp at the Awards Ceremony.  

P7 pupils attended a Fun Day at Thiepval Barracks on Thursday 9 June.

During the week beginning 13 June work began on creating a school tapestry based on the Quaker tapestries on display in the Prep Dept.  Pupils viewed these tapestries and each class decided upon a theme for their part of the tapestry.  Many parents assisted with the sewing and we thank them for their invaluable help.  The individual pieces were put on display on Monday 27 June.  

Key Stage 2 pupils and their parents took part in the Lisburn Fun Run on the evening of 15 June.  Many more pupils and parents turned out to offer their support.

The PTA hosted an end of year disco for P4-P7 pupils on Thursday 16 June.  

Pupils due to start the Prep in the autumn term visited school on 20 June.  These new pupils met their peers and class teachers.  All pupils met their new class teachers on this day.

A special P7 assembly took place on Friday 27 June.   Pupils who were leaving the Prep to go on to post-primary education were presented with their Records of Achievement by Mrs Dickson. 

Educational Visits  
Outings for the pupils began with P2 who, as part of their topic work on transport, took a train trip to Moira station and back again.  P5 and P6 pupils enjoyed a special screening of Fantastic Mr Fox at the Omniplex in September and in December P2 enjoyed a visit to the Linen Museum.

On 9 February, P4 visited Castle Ward to take part in a programme entitled ‘Pack up your troubles.’  This educational programme is set in 1945 during the days following VE Day.  P4, playing the roles of evacuees, arrived with luggage labels attached to their clothing and break boxes wrapped in brown paper and string a la 1945.

On 10 March, P2 visited Armagh Planetarium as part of their topic on space.

At the end of March, P7 pupils attended the annual Bee Safe programme run by PSNI and P1 went to Dobbies Garden Centre in Lisburn as part of their spring topic.  

On 23 May P5 and P6 pupils visited Stormont where they saw the NI Assembly sit and watched many public figures in action.  The visit covered the Citizenship aspect of PD&MU.

P1-P3 pupils had a most enjoyable day at Belfast Zoo on 2 June whilst P4 and P5 pupils visited The Armagh Planetarium on 22 June.  

As part of their topic on World War Two, P4 visited Lisburn Museum on 24 June.  Following a workshop on evacuation, the blackout and rationing pupils were taken to the air raid shelter in Castle Gardens.

P6 and P7 pupils took part in residential trips; P7 going to the Share Centre, Lisnaskea and P6 to Greenhill National Outdoor and Residential Centre. P7 pupils attended a Fun Day at Thiepval Barracks in June.
Fundraising for Charities 

We thank parents and friends who generously supported the children in all their fundraising efforts.  The following charities were supported by the Preparatory Department this year: - 

Macmillan Cancer (Big Coffee Morning)
    525

Macmillan Cancer (Easter Basket)
      67

Jeans for Genes Appeal                                                
    149
Cystic Fibrosis
    300
N I Cancer Fund for Children
    1513.56

NSPCC







       841.30

Friends of the Cancer Care Centre



       1035


Comic Relief







       217.40

Cancer Research






       410.50

Diabetes UK







       410.50

Total                                                                                £  5469.26
Representatives from the charities came to Morning Assembly to receive their donations and to explain to the children how best the money would be used.  The Prep also supported the Quaker Cottage Appeal at Christmas, many gifts being contributed by parents, friends and pupils.

Before and After School Care

The Breakfast Club continued allowing children to be cared for in school from 8am each morning.  During the year the location of Breakfast Club moved from the dining hall to the Prep Dept.  The After School Club ran until 6pm each day.  Those children attending were involved in book-based activities, art/craft, model making, educational games, outdoor play and some children had the opportunity to begin homework tasks.

Mrs Mairs continued to run the After School Club assisted by Miss Gowdy, Mrs Warnock, Mrs Hickland and Miss Hendry. 

As an extension of After School Club a Summer Scheme ran for two weeks in August.  Mrs Mairs took charge of the project.  An Education Week also took place during August and a Sport for All week at Easter.

Pre-Prep

Much preparation took place for the opening of the new Pre Prep Department on 30 August.  The Pre Prep Leader Ms Sandra Carey was appointed in the summer term.  Ms Carey had worked as a leader in Busy Bees Playgroup Hillsborough for the past eight years.  She comes to the Pre-Prep with a wealth of practical experience and academic knowledge having recently obtained a Bachelor of Arts degree in Early Years Education.  Miss Tracey Gowdy, with her valuable knowledge of the Foundation Stage in the Preparatory Department, was appointed as Pre-Prep assistant.

New Pre-Prep pupils attended a Coffee Morning on Friday 17 June and fourteen pupils entered the Pre-Prep in August.

Grateful thanks go the teaching staff, the non-teaching staff, parents and friends of the Preparatory Department for the many ways in which they have contributed to this busy school year. Staff and pupils also thank the Lisburn Preparative Meeting for kindly permitting them use of the Meeting House for Morning Assemblies, Music, Drama and for special events.
This report is testament to the continued hard work and dedication of all the teaching and non-teaching staff, pupils and parents. 

C Aughey

October 2011
